 Political Science Transfer Model Curriculum (TMC)
June 19, 2011
CCC Major or Area of Emphasis:
Political Science

CSU Major or Majors: Political Science

Total units:  minimum 18 (all units are semester units)
Required Core: 3 units

	Title (units)
	C-ID Designation
	Rationale/Potential GE area

	Introduction to American Government and Politics
	C-ID POLS 110
	Area D & American History and Institutions


List A:  Select 3 courses (9 units) from the following:
	Intro to Political Theory and Thought (3)
	C-ID POLS 120
	

	Intro to Comparative Government and Politics (3)
	C-ID POLS 130
	Area D8

	Intro to International Relations (3)
	C-ID POLS 140
	Area D8

	Intro to Political Science (3)
	C-ID POLS 150
	Area D8

	Any one of the following: 
Intro to Political Science Research Methods, 
Intro to Research Methods in the Soc and Behavioral Sciences,
Intro Stats for General, Business and Soc Sciences, or

Elementary Statistics in Behavioral/Social Science (3-4)
	C-ID POLS 160

C-ID PSYC/SOCI 210

TCSU STAT 120 
C-ID SOCI 125
	Area B4 

Area B4


List B: Select 2 courses (6 units) from the following:

	Any courses not selected above, any CSU transferable political science courses, and/or other courses that are articulated as lower division preparation for the political science major at a CSU, or any CSU transferable introductory course in the social sciences (i.e., articulated as filling CSU GE Area D). 
	
	Area D


*All courses must be CSU transferrable. Local degrees aligned with the TMC must be constructed such that no more than one course can be taken that is not articulated as either major preparation or general education. 

Sample Course Descriptions:
Introductory Statistics for General, Business, and Social Sciences - TCSU

STAT 120 (Description obtained from a descriptor developed by CSU as part of LDTP)

The use of probability techniques, hypothesis testing, and predictive techniques to facilitate

decision-making. Topics include descriptive statistics; probability and sampling distributions;

statistical inference and power; linear correlation and regression; chi-square and t-tests.

Application of statistical software to data, including the interpretation of the relevance of the

statistical findings.
Summary of Feedback including issues and concerns: 

· One issue or area of concern for several respondents was the inclusion under List A of a research methods requirement.  As originally written, the TMC would have allowed a student to take both an introductory research methods class and an introductory statistics class for a total of 6 of the 9 units, limiting the actual political science content courses completed.  The FDRG members clarified this requirement by allowing only one of the research methods or statistics courses to count in List A.  While not all colleges (CCCs and CSUs) offer and/or require an introduction to research methods, nor do all faculty agree as to its necessity as an element of the undergraduate degree (particularly as a lower division course), we decided to keep it as an option in List A because there was sufficient interest in doing so; in addition, it is only an option so faculty at particular CCCs can choose to include it or not in their TMC-aligned degrees.

· To address concerns about the lack of inclusion of particular classes that reflect the diversity of sub-fields and areas of emphasis within political science, under List B we chose to provide an list of political science courses that may be included but recognize the list is not exhaustive.  Again, we chose to rely on the faculty at particular CCCs to develop their TMC-aligned degree in a way that is consistent with the courses they offer, and with the programs at their local CSUs to which many of their students are likely to transfer.

· One additional area of concern that arose from discussions but is not specifically reflected in the survey results was that of the potential lack of a course-to-course articulation; it seemed as if some of the CSU faculty in particular did not understand that the AA-T in Political Science would be accepted as a package of courses deemed to provide adequate preparation for a student to enter a CSU and complete a BA in Political Science with only an additional 60 semester units and that those units at the CSU could include both courses identified by that CSU as “lower” and “upper” division (or anywhere in between).

· Overall, it appeared from the feedback that students who completed an AA-T in Political Science aligned with this TMC would be adequately prepared students for transfer to and major in political science at a CSU.

