C-ID DIGs October 2011

C-ID Discipline Input Groups (“DIGs”)

Thank you for agreeing to participate in C-ID’s 2nd year of DIGs. The convening of DIGs was initially conducted as a means of fast-tracking the C-ID process and is now also being used to expand faculty involvement more generally in C-ID as well as in the development of the new associate degrees for transfer. A brief overview of C-ID is useful as a means of orienting you with respect to the activities you will be engaging in today – and hopefully beyond today’s events. An overview of the day’s events is provided below, followed with information about C-ID and the “TMC” discussions that you will also engage in. 
Quick Discipline Input Group (DIG) Overview 

DIG Activities (some may happen simultaneously, others may not be needed)

1. If draft descriptors are available:

a. Review draft descriptors (draft and approved descriptors are available at www.c-id.net; DIG attendees were sent existing draft descriptors by E-Mail)

b. Integrate feedback obtained at www.c-id.net. DIGs will be provided with a print copy of the feedback obtained. In phone meetings, other disciplines have reviewed and integrated feedback for 4-8 courses in a two-hour meeting. 

2. If existing LDTP/TCSU descriptors are available: 

a. Review and modify as needed. DIGs will be provided with all descriptors available, both draft and finalized.
3. Develop additional descriptors, as needed:
a. Are there courses that are commonly taught at CCCs and that transfer that are not yet represented – and should be? 
b. Are all courses represented by descriptors that would be a component of either an associate degree in the major or lower division preparation for transfer? 

4. SB 1440 Associate Degree Discussion – “Transfer Model Curriculum” (TMC) 
a. What courses should be in an associate degree offered as a major in your discipline?

b. What courses are commonly required for transfer?

c. What would a major of at least 18 semester units for your discipline look like? 

i. Majors must be a minimum of 18 semester units
ii. Total units required for the degree must not exceed 60 (CSU GE breadth is generally 39 units)

iii. Double-counting is encouraged (note courses for the major that may also fill general education requirements)
d. Develop a draft TMC for consideration – drafts will be vetted via C-ID’s online process at www.c-id.net
e. You may want to look online at other examples of TMCs already in place.
C-ID Overview

C-ID, the Course Identification Numbering System (www.c-id.net), is now in its fourth year. Since its inception, C-ID has proceeded carefully – working at great lengths to learn from other past and current intersegmental curricular efforts. C-ID is, first and foremost, an answer to the call for a “common numbering system” – an activity that we are obligated to do via legislation and that there is generally great interest in. If you were familiar with CAN (California Articulation Number), you will see some similarities and differences between CAN and C-ID. Before CAN’s demise, there was a plan for a new CAN – and C-ID really is that new CAN. CAN offered a “supra-numbering” system – a system for attaching a numerical “tag” to a course to aid in the identification of comparable courses. C-ID does the same thing – but the means of “getting” a C-ID designation differs – as does the meaning of a C-ID designation. 

A California community college (CCC) earns a C-ID designation by matching an intersegmentally developed descriptor. C-ID descriptors are robust – more like course outlines of record than simple course descriptions. Your activities here today will relate to the development and review of draft descriptors. C-ID has draft descriptors in a wide variety of disciplines that have been available for review on the C-ID website at www.c-id.net since they were developed. Your role today is to contribute to that review process and to work on the development of new descriptors. We hope that you will be able to maintain a statewide perspective in these discussions, understanding that there may be variance in the curriculum across the state.   We hope that your experience with your DIG will be a valuable one and that you will encourage your campus and discipline colleagues to visit the C-ID site to vet the descriptors currently available and to sign up for our intersegmental discipline list-servs.
C-ID offers a system for identifying comparable courses and, presently, is only intended to be a system that applies to CCC courses. Thus, it is a supra-numbering system that aids in the identification of comparable courses within the California community college system. If a course has a C-ID designation, any other course with that same designation can be used in lieu of that course. In other words, when CCC faculty submit a course for a C-ID designation they are indicating their willingness to accept the C-ID’d courses of other CCCs. That is one aspect of C-ID – it offers a means of simplifying student movement within the CCC system.

Another aspect of C-ID involves articulation with baccalaureate-granting institutions. CSU’s LDTP (Lower Division Transfer Pattern) project began its activities at around the same time as C-ID. As a consequence, C-ID was obligated to not develop descriptors for those courses that were a component of LDTP. This means that C-ID did not develop descriptors for those courses that were commonly major preparation at the CSU. LDTP develop TCSU (Transfer California State University) descriptors and implemented a process for determining which CCC courses matched these descriptors. Now that LDTP’s purpose and scope has been modified, C-ID is “absorbing” LDTP’s TCSU descriptors. One of your tasks today may be to review and modify TCSU descriptors to bring them into the C-ID system. Some TCSU descriptors may need significant modification, while others may simply need the addition of elements included in C-ID descriptors and absent in TCSU (namely, methods of evaluation and texts). 

LDTP and its TCSU system introduced something new – “descriptor-based articulation”. There were some CSU departments that agreed to articulate courses that matched a TCSU descriptor. Through this process, a given CSU department could opt to articulate with up to 112 CCCs by indicating its practice of articulating courses that matched a TCSU descriptor. This notion of a centralized approach to articulation has been integrated into C-ID. As C-ID descriptors are finalized, articulation to them is being sought.

The C-ID Process

1. The C-ID process begins with the development of descriptors for courses that commonly transfer. These descriptors are developed by an intersegmental team of discipline faculty who are appointed by their respective senates. These teams are called Faculty Discipline Review Groups, FDRGs, and continue to play a role in the C-ID process. FDRGs are responsible for finalizing the descriptors once the vetting process is complete.

2. Draft descriptors are posted for vetting at www.c-id.net
3. DIGs are convened to facilitate descriptor review and, if needed, to develop new descriptors.

4. The DIG-review or developed descriptors are posted on the C-ID website for a brief final review period. Faculty across the state are encouraged to review and provide feedback.
5. Feedback on draft descriptors is reviewed by the FDRG and the finalized descriptors are posted on the C-ID website.

6. Once descriptors are finalized:

a. CCCs are asked to submit course outlines of record (CORs) for a C-ID designation. Submission of a COR by a CCC indicates that that CCC will accepted the C-ID’d courses of other CCCs in lieu of their native courses. 

i. If a C-ID descriptor is a former TCSU descriptor with only slight modifications, courses that earned a TCSU designation will receive the corresponding C-ID designation upon request by the CCC AO.

ii. Submitted CORs [submitted by the CCC Articulation Officer (AO)] are reviewed for a C-ID designation by senate-appointed faculty from at least two different segments of higher education.

iii. Results are communicated to the CCC AO.

b. Universities are asked to articulate the descriptors – to indicate that they will grant articulation to courses that earn a C-ID designation.

7. Matrices of courses with C-ID designations and established articulation are posted on the C-ID website.

8. New articulation gained is posted in ASSIST by the university AO.

9. Eventually, C-ID designations are included in catalogs and in ASSIST.  ASSIST will begin to display C-ID numbers in Spring 2012.  
The DIGs are being convened at an opportune time and will be also used as a means of initiating discussions and development of “transfer degrees”. C-ID has established a structure and process for convening intersegmental faculty and developing products for statewide review – C-ID’s infrastructure is well-suited for the work that is needed to respond to SB 1440. 
Senate Bill 1440 (SB 1440) Degree Discussions

The degrees that will be developed in response to SB 1440 will consist of courses that are appropriate for an AA or AS in a major and would be appropriate preparation for transfer into a given major or group of majors at the CSU. Through C-ID’s existing structure, intersegmental faculty are being asked to simultaneously determine what courses would both comprise a CCC degree and prepare students for transfer into each of the most popular transfer majors - building on the work of LDTP and IMPAC. Ideally, these are degrees that would be developed with the input of both the CSU and UC, so as to be degrees that truly “work” for students. There has long been an interest in simplifying transfer such that a student could prepare for a major – without having to have already selected a transfer destination. It is with this goal in mind that these degrees are to be developed – what does an 18 unit major look like that is both appropriate for an AA in X and that adequately prepares a student for transfer in X? 

SB 1440 requires that community colleges develop and grant associate degrees for transfer, with certain stipulations. Most notably, “the California State University shall guarantee admission with junior status to any community college student who meets all of the requirements of Section 66746”, CCCs are not permitted to required any additional “local” graduation requirements, and CSUs are not permitted to require students to complete more than 60 additional units upon transfer. Section 66746 is provided below and the entire bill can be found at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_1401-1450/sb_1440_bill_20100830_enrolled.pdf 

66746. (a) Commencing with the fall term of the 2011–12 academic year, a student that who earns an associate degree for transfer granted pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be deemed eligible for transfer into a California State University baccalaureate program when the student meets both of the following requirements:

(1) Completion of 60 semester units or 90 quarter units that are eligible for transfer to the California State University, including both of the following:

A) The Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) or the California State University General Education-Breadth Requirements.

(B) A minimum of 18 semester units or 27 quarter units in a major or area of emphasis, as determined by the community college district.

(2) Obtainment of a minimum grade point average of 2.0.91

DIGs will be asked to begin by spending some time --- perhaps 30 minutes --- discussing what courses would be in an associate degree designed to meet the requirements of SB 1440. In-depth degree discussions will occur after the work of C-ID is completed. Time permitting, you will be asked to begin the development of a “transfer model curriculum” (TMC) which, if a local college develops a TMC-aligned degree, would permit a “fast-track” approval process by the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office.. This new law creates a need to re-think the transfer process. The language of SB 1440 places responsibility for the development of the lower division component of a degree in the hands of the community colleges, however the TMC and C-ID processes are intersegmental in nature. Upon transfer, the CSU is prohibited from requiring the student to complete more than 60 units. This legislation provides an opportunity to move towards the development of a common lower division component for transfer majors. Although the bill does permit 112 ways of complying with the legislation, we do not recommend that approach, because the bill also provides an opportunity to migrate towards a more coordinated statewide approach to these new “transfer degrees”. Therefore, the C-ID venue is being employed as a starting point for intersegmental discipline discussions about CCC degrees. It is desirable that these degrees consist of courses that are appropriate for an associate degree, providing a foundational understanding of the discipline, and prepare the student for transfer to any CSU. 
DIGs are encouraged to identify a minimum of 6-9 units of “core” courses for the TMC. The “core” of the TMC would be consistent across all colleges that adopt the TMC. The additional components of the TMC (a minimum of 18 semester units are required) would be further specified to the greatest extent possible. Sensitivity to local limitations should be a guiding factor, as should minimizing student unit accumulation by providing an opportunity to “double-count” courses for general education and the major. DIGs are asked to use titles and C-ID designations to identify courses, to the extent that this is possible. 

Definitions and Acronyms
AO – Articulation Officer.

ASCCC – Academic Senate for California Community Colleges

CAN – California Articulation Number – a supranumbering system used to identify comparable courses. No longer operating. 

C-ID – Course Identification Numbering System

CSU GE Breadth – The CSU GE pattern – ~ 39 semester units.

DIG – Discipline Input Group

Descriptor – A comprehensive “description” of a course that includes description, content, methods of evaluation, objectives, etc. Comparable to a course outline of record.

Double-counting – Permitting a course to fulfill both a major and general education requirement.

FDRG – Faculty Discipline Review Group. A team of intersegmental senate-appointed faculty that were convened to develop C-ID descriptors.

GE – general education.

IGETC – Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum – A GE pattern that is accepted by both the UC and CSU (with some slight modifications).

IMPAC – Intersegmental Major Preparation Articulated Curriculum. http://www.cal-impac.org/ (ceased operations in ~2004) “...a unique intersegmental, faculty-designed and faculty-run project to ensure that students transferring from the community colleges to UC and CSU are prepared for work in their chosen major and can avoid having to repeat coursework.”

LDTP – Lower Division Transfer Pattern. A CSU project that sought to identify common major preparation for the top 20 majors across the CSU system.

TCSU – Transfer CSU – The term given to the descriptors developed as part of the LDTP system.

SB 1440 – Senate Bill 1440. 

TMC – Transfer Model Curriculum. 
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