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Senate Bill 1440 and Transfer Model Curriculum (TMC)
On September 29, 2010 Senate Bill 1440 (Padilla) was signed by the governor. This legislation requires prompt action by the California community colleges (CCCs) as it specifies the composition of degrees that will have be available to students by the 2011-2012 academic year. It also requires action by the California State University (CSU) as it prepares to accept students who complete what the bill calls “associate degrees for transfer”. 

SB 1440 – Summary

1. Establishes requirements for an “associate degree for transfer” (“a CC district shall develop and grant associate degrees for transfer”)
a. To earn an “associate degree for transfer” a student must complete 60 semester units or 90 quarter units that are eligible for transfer to the CSU that consist of:

i. IGETC or CSU GE Breadth

ii. a major or area of emphasis of at least 18 units, as defined by the CCC

b. No additional local graduation requirements may be required

c. Minimum GPA of 2.0 is required

2. If a student completes an ”associate degree for transfer” 

a. “the CSU shall guarantee admission with junior status” 
b. “Admission to the CSU, as provided under this article, does not guarantee admission for specific majors or campuses”
c. “the CSU shall grant a student priority admission to his or her local CSU campus and to a program or major that is similar to his or her CC major or area of emphasis, as determined by the CSU campus to which the student is admitted”
3. Once a student completes an “associate degree for transfer” and is at the CSU

a. “The CSU may require a student transferring pursuant to this article to take additional courses at the CSU so long as the student is not required to take any more than 60 additional semester units or 90 quarter units at the CSU for majors requiring 120 semester units or 180 quarter units.”
b. The CSU shall not require students transferring pursuant to this article to repeat courses that are similar to those taken at the CC that counted toward the associate degree for transfer.
Senate Bill 1440 defines a CCC degree that is unique in its composition – entirely transferable courses with local graduation requirements prohibited – and in its guarantees for students. Students who complete these degrees are guaranteed admission with junior standing and, more notably, cannot be required to take more than 60 units at the CSU to earn the baccalaureate. Some of the most critical elements are excerpted below with commonly used abbreviations inserted, where appropriate. Comments are in parentheses and emphasis has been added. 

While the 112 colleges could each develop their own versions of associate degrees for transfer that comply with SB 1440, the Academic Senates of the CCC and CSU determined that it made most sense to intersegmentally develop Transfer Model Curriculum (TMC) with intersegmental discipline faculty input.  As of October 2011, sixteen TMC have been finalized and are being used to guide community colleges as they develop TMC-aligned degrees.  The structure of C-ID, which brings faculty together and which has a well-functioning online system to vet draft course descriptors and draft TMC, provides excellent venue to develop TMC.
If you are interested you can find the complete bill at:
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_1401-1450/sb_1440_bill_20100830_enrolled.pdf
Below are highlights of the bill.
Bill No. 1440 - Highlights

CHAPTER 428 (This section is the “intent” language. The actual language of the legislation begins on the next page.)
This bill would enact the Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act, …commencing with the 2011–12 academic year, would require a student that receives an associate degree for transfer to be deemed eligible for transfer into a CSU baccalaureate program when the student meets prescribed requirements. The bill would condition a community college district’s receipt of state apportionment funds on its development and granting of associate degrees for transfer, unless each of the state’s community college districts waives reimbursement for specified state-mandated costs of implementing the bill in accordance with a prescribed procedure. (Note – this happened. All 72 districts indicated that they would waive reimbursement.) This bill would prohibit a community college district from imposing any requirements, in addition to these requirements, (CCCs would not be able to require the completion of “local graduation requirements” for THESE degrees. Existing degrees may continue to require such requirements, as may any “non-1440” degree developed in the future.) for a student to be eligible for the associate degree for transfer, and would prohibit remedial noncollegiate level coursework from being counted towards the units required for the associate degree for transfer. This bill would require the CSU to guarantee admission with junior status to any community college student who meets the requirements for the associate degree for transfer. This bill would not guarantee a student admission for specified majors or campuses, but would require the CSU to grant a student priority admission to his or her local CSU campus and to a program or major that is similar to his or her community college major or area of emphasis, as determined by the CSU campus to which the student is admitted. (There are MANY details yet to be worked out with respect to this component of the bill language. At the present time, it is not entirely clear what this will mean for students and what impact any “impaction” criteria may have.) This bill would authorize the CSU to require a transferring student to take additional coursework at the CSU in specified circumstances, and would prohibit the CSU from requiring a transferring student to repeat courses that are similar to those taken at the community college that counted towards the units required for the associate degree for transfer.

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(The first section offers an overview of higher education and provides a reason for why this legislation was deemed necessary.)
(g) To meet workforce demands in a cost-effective way, incentivizing students to earn an associate degree while preparing for transfer to a four-year college or university, and recognizing that they have completed a transfer preparation course pattern, provides students encouragement and support to complete their overall educational pursuits.

SEC. 2. Article 3 (commencing with Section 66745) is added to Chapter 9.2 of Part 40 of Division 5 of Title 3 of the Education Code, to read:

Article 3. Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act

66745. This article shall be known.. as the Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act.

66746. (a) Commencing with the fall term of the 2011–12 academic year, a student who earns an associate degree for transfer granted pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be deemed eligible for transfer into a CSU baccalaureate program when the student meets both of the following requirements:

(1) Completion of 60 semester units or 90 quarter units that are eligible for transfer to the CSU, including both of the following:

(A) IGETC or the CSU GE-Breadth Requirements.

(B) A minimum of 18 semester units or 27 quarter units in a major or area of emphasis, as determined by the CC district.

(2) Obtainment of a minimum grade point average of 2.0.

(b) (1) As a condition of receipt of state apportionment funds, a CC district shall develop and grant associate degrees for transfer that meet the requirements of subdivision (a). A CC district shall not impose any requirements in addition to the requirements of this section, including any local college or district requirements..

(c) A CC district is encouraged to consider the local articulation agreements and other work between the respective faculties from the affected CC and CSU campuses in implementing the requirements of this section.

(d) Community colleges are encouraged to facilitate the acceptance of credits earned at other CCs toward the associate degree for transfer pursuant to this section.

66747. Notwithstanding Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 66201), the CSU shall guarantee admission with junior status to any CC student who meets all of the requirements of Section 66746. Admission to the CSU, as provided under this article, does not guarantee admission for specific majors or campuses. Notwithstanding Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 66201), the CSU shall grant a student priority admission to his or her local CSU campus and to a program or major that is similar to his or her CC major or area of emphasis, as determined by the CSU campus to which the student is admitted. A student admitted under this article shall receive priority over all other community college transfer students, excluding CC students who have entered into a transfer agreement between a CC and the CSU prior to the fall term of the 2012–13 academic year.

66748. (a) The CSU may require a student transferring pursuant to this article to take additional courses at the CSU so long as the student is not required to take any more than 60 additional semester units or 90 quarter units at the CSU for majors requiring 120 semester units or 180 quarter units. Specified high unit majors shall be exempt from this subdivision upon agreement by the Chancellors of the CSU and the CCCs and their respective academic senates.
(b) Community college transfer units shall not be applicable to upper division requirements at the CSU, unless agreed upon by the local Academic Senates of the CSU and the CCCs and the transferred units do not exceed the required 60 semester units or 90 quarter units required pursuant to paragraph

(1) of subdivision (a) of Section 66746.

(c) The CSU shall not require students transferring pursuant to this article to repeat courses that are similar to those taken at the CC that counted toward the associate degree for transfer...

66749. (a) The LAO shall review and report to the Assembly Committee on Higher Education, the Senate Committee on Education, and the respective education finance budget subcommittees of the Assembly and the Senate in the spring of 2012, an update on the implementation of this article.
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