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Course Identification Numbering System (C-ID)

While California’s public colleges and universities have effectively simplified the process of articulating general education courses through a system-level review of courses for general education and the certification of general education completion by the community colleges prior to transfer, no such mechanism exists to simplify the articulation of courses required for majors, nor to address the need for a “common course numbering” system that simplifies student movement to the CSU and UC, as well as movement between community colleges. Currently, colleges and universities seeking to articulate with any of the California community colleges must do so by establishing agreements with individual colleges for individual courses. C-ID seeks to simplify the articulation process and student movement between colleges by developing a process that identifies course commonalities while respecting local variations in courses that commonly transfer.
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The ultimate goal of C-ID is to facilitate the transfer process in California by increasing articulation among all postsecondary segments and institutions. This project has been funded by a grant from the California Community College Chancellor’s Office from money reserved for Transfer and Articulation, and responds to the perceived need for a “common course numbering” system.

C-ID is, in some respects, an improved, more comprehensive version of the California Articulation Number (CAN) System. CAN, which discontinued operations in 2005, laid the foundation for a statewide articulation numbering system, but had shortcomings including insufficent course descriptions and a lack of full participation by the UC. C-ID has responded to these two over-arching complaints by creating more detailed, robust descriptors, actively seeking UC faculty participation, and implementing an online vetting process to encourage widespread faculty buy-in and allow for statewide participation. C-ID differs from CAN in that it is descriptor-based (as opposed to being a system that reflects existing articulation) and in its voluntary nature. While CAN was based on articulation, C-ID descriptors will provide a basis for articulation and a means of indicating a willingness to accept courses to meet requirements. Receiving institutions will indicate their willingness to accept courses that match a given C-ID descriptor to fill a requirement. In doing so, all courses that later receive that C-ID designation will be granted the descriptor-based articulation. C-ID will offer “one-to-many” articulation, reminiscent of the LDTP TCSU process which increased articulation through a similar process. 
Over the past two years, C-ID has developed an infrastructure for statewide vetting of draft descriptors and convened intersegmental faculty, reminiscent of IMPAC, to develop descriptors for courses that commonly transfer. Approximately 220 descriptors have been developed and are either posted in final form on the C-ID site (www.C-ID.net) or are available for review by discipline faculty in draft form. 
The C-ID website is an informative and accessible tool. Included on this website are the following:  a comprehensive explanation of the project, a comment and review forum, and a database of descriptors. The forum allows discipline faculty members to read and comment on draft descriptors so that they may provide meaningful input to inform the final version of the descriptor. After a descriptor has been finalized, it is placed in a publicly available online database. The intersegmentally developed descriptors can then be used by faculty to inform course revisions and to ascertain whether or not an existing course should be submitted for a C-ID designation. Due to the reducation in the number of transfer slots at our public universities, more students may be driven to colleges outside their local areas, so C-ID can provide a quick mechanism for increasing articulation. A UC or a CSU campus, for example, that has historically geographically limited its articulation with community colleges could rapidly expand these agreements by indicating a willingness to accept “C-ID’d” courses. 

As C-ID transitions into a permanent entity, it will be one of the project’s continuing priorities to maintain the intersegmental nature of C-ID. By actively seeking continued intersegmental involvement, C-ID will not only support its intersegmental goals, but contribute to its long-term sustainability and the project’s overall viability. 
During 2009-2010, descriptors will be finalized, articulation will be secured, and course outlines will be submitted for C-ID consideration. C-ID has been designed to be user friendly, to create efficiencies, and to ensure that the state’s education dollars are being spent wisely by minimizing time spent articulating and facilitating communication regarding comparable courses. 
112 CCC submissions X 33 public universities X 1 course review each


= 3696 local decisions to achieve full statewide articulation





33 public universities X 1 C-ID Descriptor review each


= 33 individual local decisions to achieve full statewide articulation
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